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The Literacy Cooperative
For more information contact:

Katherine Bulava, Hatha Communications
216-357-9508
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Pre-K Children to engage in group learning during the second round of this year’s SPARK group lessons on February 7th 
The Literacy Cooperative invites you to witness learning in action during the next round of group lessons in the second year of the nationally recognized SPARK (Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids) Program’s implementation in Cuyahoga County.  
On February 7, 2012 SPARK participants - pre-kindergarten age children, their parents and their tutors - will meet at Oxford Elementary School, 939 Quilliams Road in Cleveland Heights, from 6 to 8 pm, where they will engage in reading, writing, singing, and group interaction activities designed to help the children learn skills to prepare them for kindergarten.
As part its mission to improve lives by enhancing literacy, The Literacy Cooperative is piloting SPARK in Cuyahoga County as a model for increasing early childhood literacy and school-readiness.  SPARK is an in-home tutoring program that links children and parents in at risk communities with a Parent Partner who guides the child through a proven curriculum and also serves as a resource, helping parents to become their child’s first teacher. Parent Partners also help connect children and families to resources they may need.  

The Literacy Cooperative collaborates with Invest in Children and Family Connections to offer the SPARK program in partnership with eight elementary schools in the Maple Heights, Cleveland Heights-University Heights and Cleveland school districts.  The schools are Abraham Lincoln School in Maple Heights; Boulevard, Oxford, and Noble Elementary Schools in the Cleveland Heights-University Heights School District; and Clara E. Westropp, Clark, George Washington Carver and Mound Schools in Cleveland. 
Essential elements of SPARK include:

1) Parent Partners who work closely with children and families through monthly in-home interactions; 

2) developmental screenings for all participants (including a review of results by a Responsive Services Team consisting of early childhood professionals);
3) individual therapies as needed (i.e., for speech or behavioral issues);
4) learning plans individualized to each child’s specific learning needs;
5) up to 16 home or group visits with lesson plans based on Ohio’s early content standards;
6) up to 16 developmentally appropriate books with art supplies and activity cards; 

7) transitional programs to introduce children and families to their school and take the mystery (and fear) out of kindergarten;
8) backpacks with school supplies; and
9) screenings and assessments for evaluation purposes.
While SPARK results from the first year in Cuyahoga County are not yet finalized, based on data from SPARK programs in other Ohio counties the expectation is that SPARK Cuyahoga children will be able to demonstrate the skills necessary for kindergarten success.  
Results from other SPARK counties throughout Ohio include:
1) SPARK children scored higher on the KRA-L than non-SPARK peers in the same classrooms;
2) 68.5% of SPARK children were linked to services prior to the start of kindergarten to address developmental and social-emotional barriers that would prevent school readiness;
3) SPARK increased enrollment of children in early childhood or pre-school programs by up to 30%;
4) 60% of participating children improved in their socio-emotional ability, as evidenced by improved scores on the Ages & Stages Questionnaire: Social-Emotional (ASQ:SE);
5) SPARK children had a higher average rate of school attendance than their non-SPARK peers in kindergarten, first grade, second grade and third grade; and
6) third grade OAT results in reading and math are statistically higher for SPARK children than non-SPARK children, especially at the highest performance levels (advanced and accelerated) and among males.
These positive outcomes can have life-long implications for education attainment, health, employment, social skills and personal well being.  Studies show that strong early childhood initiatives lead, down the road, to lower percentages of special education placement and incarceration.  The economic returns on early childhood investments such as SPARK are statistically significant to society.
Visit The Literacy Cooperative’s YouTube Channel (http://www.youtube.com/user/literacycooperative) to watch testimonials from parents, a teacher, a principal, a sponsor and SPARK Parent Partner.
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