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Federal & State Funding Sources & Opportunities:

A Resource Guide 
Federal Agency Links

A.  National Institute for Literacy
The National Institute for Literacy is a federal agency providing leadership on literacy issues, including the improvement of reading instruction for children, youth, and adults.  In consultation with the U.S. Departments of Education, Labor, and Health and Human Services, it serves as a national resource on current comprehensive literacy research, practice and policy.  For a general summary of the agency’s authorization, see 84.257 National Institute for Literacy.  For a listing of its contract and grant announcements, see National Institute for Literacy - Current Grant Offerings and National Institute for Literacy - Grants and Contracts.
B. Literacy Information and Communication System (LINCS) - About LINCS
LINCS – the Literacy Information and Communication System – is the online information and communications network for adult and family literacy.  It is a service of the National Institute for Literacy and partners with a host of national and state organizations to organize and disseminate literacy information.  Among current LINC grantees is the Ohio Literacy Resource Center (Ohio Literacy Resource Center) based at Kent State University.  LINCS also maintains a fairly comprehensive database of funding opportunities from both the public and private sectors at LINCS Grants Database Search.    A review of these opportunities, even those that have expired, identifies numerous organizations and agencies that provide literacy funding support.  There are currently 387 records in the LINCS funding opportunities database.
C.
U.S. Department of Education Home Page (ED.gov)
OVAE: Programs and Initiatives (Office of Vocational and Adult Education)

Adult Education and Literacy Homepage (Division of Adult Education and Literacy) 

The U.S. Department of Education is provide nearly $38 billion in 2006 to states and school districts, primarily through formula-based grant programs, to improve elementary and secondary schools and meet the special needs of students.  Information regarding Grants and Contracts available from the U.S. Department of education can be found at Grants & Contracts - ED.gov.  

The Office of Vocational and Adult Education supports national research, evaluation, demonstration, technical assistance and capacity building activities. Each year, OVAE carefully plans the range of national activities in accordance with the Secretary's policies.

The Division of Adult Education and Literacy promotes programs that help American adults get the basic skills they need to be productive workers, family members and citizens.  Adult education and literacy programs are funded through federal grants to the states.  The amount each state receives is based on a formula established by Congress.  States, in turn, distribute funds to local eligible entities to provide adult education and literacy services.  The web page listed above provides links to informational resources that provide background information about the President’s FY2007 Budget Request for the U.S. Department of Education; topics in Adult Education and Literacy; and national reports and legislation relevant to adult education and family literacy.

A tutorial that describes the Discretionary Grants Process can be found at Grantmaking at ED - Table of Contents.

A forecast of funding opportunities can be found at US Dept. of Education Grants Forecast.
A listing of funding announcements can be found at Federal Register Documents Announcement Application Notices
A listing of current open grant competitions can be found at Discretionary Grant Application Packages.
Other Opportunities:
Improving Literacy through School Libraries - A description of the program be found at Improving Literacy through School Libraries.  
84.002 Adult Education - State Grant Program:  The objective of this formula grant program is to fund local programs of adult education and literacy services, including workplace literacy services, family literacy services, and English literacy and civics education programs. Participation in these programs is limited to adults and out-of-school youths aged 16 and older.  

Formula grants are made to designated eligible State agencies. Each eligible educational agency must submit to the Secretary of Education a 5-year State plan which sets forth the manner and procedures under which the State will carry out activities to achieve its program objectives and priorities and fulfill the purposes of the Act.  For ED.gov summary of the program, see Adult Education -- Basic Grants to States.
84.191 Adult Education - National Leadership Activities:  The purpose of this project grant program is to support applied research, development, demonstration, dissemination, evaluation, and related activities that contribute to the improvement and expansion of adult basic education nationally.  Eligible applicants include public and private institutions, agencies, organizations, business concerns, and individuals. 

84.203 Star Schools:  The objectives of this project grant program are to:  (1) encourage improved instruction in mathematics, science, and foreign languages as well as other subjects, such as literacy skills and vocational education; and (2) serve underserved populations, including the disadvantaged, illiterate, limited-English proficient, and individuals with disabilities. Grants are made to telecommunication partnerships for telecommunications facilities and equipment, educational and instructional programming, and technical assistance in the use of such facilities and instructional programming.  For ED.gov description of the program, see Star Schools Program.

84.213 Even Start - State Educational Agencies:  The objective of this program, administered through formula and project grants is to help break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy and improve the educational opportunities of low-income families by integrating early childhood education, adult literacy or adult basic education, and parenting education into a unified family literacy program.  Eligible applicants include state educational agencies (SEAs), which enlist subgrantee partners (e.g., local educational agency, nonprofit community-based organization, an institution of higher education, or other public or private nonprofit organization.  In FY 2005, the range and average of financial assistance was $1,014,000 to $27,702,000, with an average of $3,901,000 awarded.  More than 1,000 projects were funded in all States.  For ED.gov description of the program, see Even Start Formula Grants to States.
84.255 Literacy Programs for Prisoners:  The objectives of this project grant program are to: (1) assist persons incarcerated in a prison, jail, or detention center to achieve functional literacy; and (2) reduce prisoner recidivism through the development and improvement of life skills necessary for reintegration into society.  Eligible applicants include state and local correctional agencies.  For Ed.gov description of the program, see Life Skills for State and Local Prisoners Program.

84.287 Twenty-First Century Community Learning Centers:  The objectives of this formula grant program are to:  (1) create community learning centers that provide academic enrichment opportunities for children, particularly students who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools; (2) help students meet state and local student standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and math; (3) offer students a broad array of enrichment activities that can complement their regular academic programs; and (4) offer literacy and other educational services to the families of participating children.  Projects funded under this program must be for the purpose of meeting the needs of the residents of rural and inner city communities, through the creation or expansion of community learning centers.  State Departments of Education are eligible for funds under this program.  For ED.gov program description, see 21st Century Community Learning Centers.

84.295 Ready-to-Learn Television:  The objectives of this project grant/cooperative agreement program are to: (1) develop educational programming for preschool and early elementary school children and their families; (2) develop educational television, programming and ancillary materials to increase school readiness for young children in limited English proficient households and to increase family literacy; and (3) develop support materials and services that promote effective use of educational programming. For Ed.gov description of the program, see Ready to Learn Television.
84.331 Grants to States for Incarcerated Youth Offenders:  The objective of this formula grant program is to assist and encourage incarcerated youths to acquire functional literacy, life, and job skills through the pursuit of postsecondary education certificates, associate in arts degrees, and bachelor of arts degrees.  For ED.gov program description, see Grants to States for Workplace and Community Transition Training for Incarcerated Youth Offenders.

84.357 Reading First State Grants:  The objective of this project grant program is to ensure that every student can read at grade level or above by the end of third grade. The Reading First program provides assistance to States and districts in establishing reading programs for students in kindergarten through third grade that are based on scientifically based reading research. Reading First also focuses on teacher development and ensuring that all teachers, including special education teachers, have the tools they need to effectively help their students learn to read. The program provides assistance to States and districts in preparing teachers to identify specific reading barriers facing their students.  Eligible applicants are state educational agencies.  For ED.gov program description, see Reading First.

84.359 Early Reading First:  The objective of this discretionary project grant program is to support local efforts to enhance the early language, literacy, and prereading development of preschool age children, particularly those from low-income families, through instructional strategies and professional development based on scientifically based reading research.  For ED.gov description of the program, see Early Reading First.  
Literacy through School Libraries:  The purpose of this discretionary project grant program is to provide students with increased access to up-to-date school library materials, a well-equipped technologically advanced school library media center, and well-trained, professionally certified school library media specialists to improve literacy skills and achievement of students.  Eligible applicants include local educational agencies with a child poverty rate of at least 20%.  For ED.gov project description, see Improving Literacy through School Libraries
84.371 Striving Readers: The objective of this project grant program to Title 1 eligible schools or agencies is to raise student achievement by improving the reading skills of middle and high school students who are reading below grade level.  For ED.gov description of the program, see Even Start Formula Grants to States.
D.  U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Administration for Children and Families Home Page
The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services’ Administration for Children and Families (ACF) is a federal agency funding state, territory, local, and tribal organizations to provide family assistance (welfare), child support, child care, Head Start, child welfare, and other programs relating to children and families. Actual services are provided by state, county, city and tribal governments, and public and private local agencies. ACF assists these organizations through funding, policy direction, and information services. 

For a list of open funding opportunities, go to ACF Grant Opportunities Topic Index
Other Opportunities:

93.577 Early Learning Fund:  The objectives of this formula-based grant program are to:  (1) increase the availability of voluntary programs, services, and activities that support early childhood development, increase parent effectiveness, and promote the learning readiness of young children to enter school ready to learn; (2) support parents, child care providers, and caregivers wanting to incorporate early learning activities into the daily lives of young children; (3) remove barriers to the provision of an accessible system of early childhood learning programs in communities throughout the United States. To increase the availability and affordability of professional development activities and compensation for caregivers and child care providers; and (4) facilitate the development of community-based systems of collaborative service delivery models characterized by resource sharing and linkages among the appropriate support groups and services for local planning.

93.600 Head Start:  The objectives of this program are to promote school readiness by enhancing the social and cognitive development of low-income children, including children on federally recognized reservations and children of migratory farm workers, through the provision of comprehensive health, educational, nutritional, social and other services; and to involve parents in their children's learning and to help parents make progress toward their educational, literacy and employment goals. Head Start also emphasizes the significant involvement of parents in the administration of their local Head Start programs.  Any local government, federally-recognized Indian tribe, or public or private nonprofit or for profit agency which meets the requirements may apply for a grant.  For ACF Office of Head Start program description, see Welcome to Head Start, and specifically its section on funding opportunities at Grant information and opportunities.
E.
U.S Department of Labor, Employment & Training Administration--Grants & Contracts
The U.S. Department of Labor -- Employment and Training Administration (ETA) administers federal government job training and worker dislocation programs, federal grants to states for public employment service programs, and unemployment insurance benefits. These services are primarily provided through state and local workforce development systems.  Funding is provided through the awarding of both grants and contracts.  
A tutorial that describes the process for applying for ETA Grants is available at Applying for ETA Grants: A Guide to the Competitive Grant Process, Employment & Training Administration (ETA) - U.S. Department of Labor.   
For Requests for Proposals information regarding competitive contract opportunities, go to Request for Proposal - ETA
Other Opportunities:
17.267 Incentive Grants - Workforce Investment Art 503:  The objective of this formula grant/project grant program is to carry out innovative programs consistent with the purposes of Title I of the Workforce Investment Act, Title II of WIA (Adult and Family Literacy Act), et al.  Funds are awarded to states.  
F.
Corporation for National and Community Service
The Corporation for National and Community Service provides training and technical assistance to national service programs supported by the Corporation for National Service, as well as to State Commissions or alternative entities.  Types of assistance include project grants and cooperative agreements.  Eligible applicants include Federal, State and local agencies and other units of government, nonprofit organizations including groups serving youths, community based organizations, service organizations, institutions of higher education, Indian tribes, and for-profit companies. For information on funding opportunities visit Fund Availability and Funding Opportunities.

Other Opportunities:  

94.011 Foster Grandparent Program:  The Foster Grandparent Program provides grants to qualified agencies and organizations for the dual purpose of engaging persons 60 or older, with limited incomes, in volunteer service to meet critical community needs; and to provide a high quality volunteer experience that will enrich the lives of the volunteers. Program funds are used to support Foster Grandparents in providing supportive, person to person service to children with exceptional or special needs.  Foster Grandparents have been utilized in schools where they helped children with literacy needs and a range of other problems. For additional information on Foster Grandparents and other Senior Corps programs, see Corporation for National and Community Service - Senior Corps.

94.013 Volunteers in Service to America:  The objective of this specialized services program is to supplement efforts of private, nonprofit organizations and Federal, State and local government agencies to eliminate poverty and poverty-related problems by enabling persons from all walks of life and all age groups to perform meaningful and constructive service as volunteers.  Sponsors applying for VISTA Volunteers must be Federal, State or local government agencies or private, nonprofit organizations. The project proposing to use the volunteers must be designed to assist in the solution of poverty-related problems.   During FY2005, approximately 6,707 VISTA volunteers served 1,200 sponsoring organizations.  Programs focused on hunger, homelessness, unemployment, health, and illiteracy, including literacy problems faced by America’s children.  
G.  Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is an independent grant-making agency of the federal government, whose mission is to lead the effort to create and sustain a nation of learners.  
For information on the IMLS grant-making process and to search for available grants, see IMLS - Grant Applicants.
Other Opportunities:  
45.310 Grants to States:  The objectives of this formula grant program are to: (1) promote improvement in library services in all types of libraries to better serve the people of the United States; (2) facilitate access to resources in all types of libraries for the purpose of cultivating an educated and informed citizenry; and (3) encourage resource sharing among all types of libraries for the purpose of achieving economical and efficient delivery of library services to the public.  Among the authorized uses of funds is “targeting library services to help increase access and ability to use information resources for persons of diverse geographic, cultural, and socioeconomic backgrounds; persons with disabilities; and persons with limited functional literacy or information skills.”  Awards are made to state library administrative agencies and are subject to the approval of the state’s five-year plan.  

45.312 National Leadership Grants:  The objective of this program administered through project grants/cooperative agreements is to enhance the quality of library and museum services nationwide and to provide coordination between libraries and museums.  Among the projects that IMLS says it will support through its “Advancing Learning Communities” category are programs based on current research in cognitive science; learning and literacy partnerships among early, adult, and community learning providers; development of innovative learning technologies using library and museum content; and exploration of new ways to integrate digital and physical services and programs.  Eligible applicants include all types of libraries and museums, except for federal and for-profit libraries and museums.  Projects requesting $250,000+ must be matched one-to-one.  
H.
 National Endowment for the Humanities
The National Endowment for the Humanities is an independent grant-making agency of the United States government dedicated to supporting research, education, preservation, and public programs in the humanities.  For grant programs and details see Apply for a Grant.
Other Opportunities:

45.129 Promotion of the Humanities - Federal/State Partnership:  The objective of this program is to promote local, statewide, and regional humanities programming through annual grants to humanities councils in each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and American Samoa.  The 56 councils conduct humanities projects and grant programs for local nonprofit organizations, institutions, and groups, and occasionally for individuals.  Program accomplishments recently reported include that 42 councils sponsored literacy programs.  For NEH description of the grant program, see We the People Project Grants for State Humanities Councils.  
I.  National Endowment for the Arts: The Big Read
The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts, a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts, in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services, and in cooperation with Arts Midwest.  It is designed to revitalize the role of literature in American popular culture and bring the transformative power of literature into the lives of its citizens.  Mrs. Laura Bush is the honorary chair of the Big Read.  For information about the application process, see The Big Read - Application Process. 
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